It follows from these premises, that the amount of the resistance which the contractile power of the muscles of the thigh has to overcome, is not to be reckoned by the weight of the pelvis, but of the leg ; and that, were the resistance from the weight of the leg equal to the contractile power of the muscles, as the pelvis is not supported by the leg, the bed will yield?the pelvis will descend?the thigh will recede from the plane?and the displacement of the fracture must evidently be the result of such change of position of the limb.
To obtain the advantages of the machine in eases of fractured thigh, therefore, the securing of the limb from any change of position is clearly an object of primary importance. The leg must be prevented from ascending the frame by making, as it were, the heel a fixed point. 
